WORDSTAR COMMAND SUMMARY
By Victor Frank

The Editor of the Sanyo PC Hackers Newsletter, Victor Frank, is an unabashed WordStar
loyalist, having purchased and used almost every version of this program from the CP/M-80
versions developed by Seymour Rubinstein, founder of MicroPro International to the 7.0D
version which may be still available on disk from The Learning Company. This article by Mr.
Frank is reprinted from Volume 13, Number 8 (December 1996) of the Sanyo Newsletter.

In his own words...

| have faithfully upgraded despite the fact that MicroPro, the company that developed and
published WordStar used to be as callous and unresponsive as a company could be. For one
thing, their manuals were wretched. Their attitude toward their customers seemed to be:
"Thanks for your hard-earned money, sucker. Don’t expect any support or improvements from
us."

Amazingly, WordStar somehow managed to survive this, and even prospered in spite of it.
After years of not providing any significant updates, MicroPro brought out WordStar
Professional Release 4 in 1987. This wasn’t actually an enhancement of earlier versions of
WordStar, but rather an adaption of NewWord, a WordStar |ook-alike written by disgruntled
programmers who left the old MicroPro several years earlier. (Some of the above material is
from Supercharging WordStar by Arthur Naiman and Kelly Horan, ISBN 0-940235-10-2).

Version 4.C is the CP/M-80 of WordStar 4. It is not the only CP/M upgrade of the Osborne vs
2.26 which | also have. My Sanyo MBC-1150 came bundled with version 3.30 WordStar
customized especialy for Sanyo. Unfortunately the disk was damaged, and while | have a good
WS.COM file for this CP/M version, | do not have usable overlay files. During aspanin
excess of 15 years, four companies, and all these non-Windows versions, WordStar maintained
backwards command compatibility; thisis no small accomplishment. | can (and do) use
versions from 2.26 to 7.0D with no confusion.

Well, perhaps | don’t use (and am not familiar with) all of the commands in the newer
versions. That was one of my incentives for writing the following summary of commands for
those versions of WordStar with which | am familiar. Another reason is that my memory isn’'t
that hot and | wanted the commands written down in one place where | could access them. |
also figure that not all of you readers have upgraded to version 7.0D, and I’ ll let them know
what they are missing. KEY:

1-Most of the commands are availablein version 7.0D.

2-A command withno "X’s" on thelineisfor WS7 only.

3-Commands available only in earlier versions, like *PP (which, by the way, was an
undocumented and unsupported version 3.3 command) are suffixed with an asterisk (*).

4-A few commands (like *KF) have changed between versions, and these are noted.

© 1996 — Victor Frank



In order to shoehorn the commands into our limited space, | have made liberal use of
abbreviations, most of which are noted below:

A control key del . del ete

-> go to dir. directory
<-/ Enter key lib. library
ans. answer nr. nunber
beg. begi nni ng para. paragraph
C. cur sor prev. previous
comm conmand ren. renane

curr. current

Control Key Commands
-------------------- 6.0 5.54.0 4.C3.32.26

AN same as 6 in DOS* X
N- enl arge w ndow X X
N delete prev. char.* X
M\ clear/refresh screen X X
Al Esc key-Shorthand nenu X X X X
A6 auto-indent (N) X X

hard to soft CR (D) X X
"A c. left one word X X X X X X
"B reformat paragraph X X X X X X
AC scroll down one screen X X X X X X
AD c. right one char X X X X X X
AE c. up one line X X X X X X
A"End c. end of file X X
AF c. right one word X X X X X X
AG del. char. at c. X X X X X X
A"H del. prev. char. X X X X
A"H cursor char left* X X
"Hone c. to beg. file. X X
Al insert tab X X X X X X
~J help X X X X X X
AJ? help with screen |ayout* X
AJ. help for dot conm X X
AJD help with print directive* X
AJF help with flag synbol s* X
N"JH set help | evel* X X
AJl command i ndex* X
AJM hel p with nargins/tabs* X
AJP help with place markers* X
AJR help with ruler line* X
AJS help with status |ine* X
AJV help with text noves* X
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6.0 5.5 4.0 4.C3.3 2.26
AK accept all answers
i n dial og box X
AK bl ock and save nenu X X X X X X
AK\ Create fax file
~K] copy to clipboard
AK[ copy fromclipboard

AK" convert block to u/c X X X X
AK' convert block to l/c X X X X
AK. convert first letter each

sentence to u/c X X
AK? Word/ byte count of bl ock

or file X X

AK< Unnmar k bl ock

“Kn insert place marker (0-9) X X X X X X
AKA copy bl ock between wi ndows X X

AKB begi nni ng bl ock marker X X X X X X
AKC copy bl ock X X X X X X
AKD save file & ->opening nenu X X X X X X
AKE renane a file X X X X X X
AKF run a DOS conmand X X

AKF file directory displ ay* X X X X
AKG nove bl ock between wi ndows X X

AKH di spl ay/ hi de bl ock/ markers X X X X X X
AKI colum replace nbde switch X X X X

A"KJ delete a file whil/editing X X X X X X
AKK mark end of bl ock X X X X X X
AKL change | ogged drive/dir. X X X X X X
AKM bl ock mat h X X X X

AKN col um node switch X X X X X
"KO copy a file while editing X X X X X X
AKP print a file while editing X X X X X
AKQ exit & abandon changes X X X X X X
AKR insert file into document X X X X X X
AKS save file & resune edit X X X X X X
AKT save and name file X X

AKU mar k previous bl ock

AKV nove bl ock X X X X X X
"KWwite block to file X X X X X X
AKX save file & exit W5 X X X X X X
AKY del ete bl ock X X X X X X
AKZ sort bl ock X X

AL repeat prev. find/replace X X X X X X
N<- ¢, left one word X
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AM insert hard carriage ret*
AM rmacro nmenu

"M insert tinme

"Mt insert math expression

AMb insert last math result
as dollar anmpunt

AM insert current filenane

AM insert current directory

AM insert current drive nane

AMe insert last nmath result

A"M@insert today’s date

"M insert current path and
fil enane

AMD edit/create macro

AME renanme nacro

AMO copy macro

AMP play nacro

AMR record macro

M5 single step

MY del ete macro

AN insert blank Iine

NO onscreen format menu

AOx other than char x in find#

AQ? display status screen

AQ right-align line

AO# page nunber

AO<-/ Enter closes dial og box

N"QCA auto align text

OB change screen settings

AQC center line

AOD command tags on/of f

ACE soft hyphen

AOF paragraph style nmenu

AOF ruler line fromtext*

AOFD create/edit para. style

"COFE ren. a doc. para. style

NOFO copy para. style to lib

NOFP ->previous. para. style

"OFR ren. a lib. para. style

AOFS sel ect a para. style

ACFV view a para. style

AOFY delete Iib. para. style

6.0 5.54.04.C3.3 2.26

X X X X
X X X X

X X X X X X
X X X X X
X X X
X X X

x
x
x
x

XX X X X X X X
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6.0 5.5 4.0 4.C3.3 2.26
AQOG tenporary i ndent
AOH aut o- hypenation switch
AQ tab settings
AQJ justification switch
AOK open/sw tch wi ndow
AQL left margin
AOM si ze current w ndow
"ON cl ear tab stops* X X X X
AON notes menu
AONA create annotation
AONC nonprinting comrents
AOND vi ew edit notes/index
AONE create endnote
AONF create footnote
AONG find note
"ONl index entry
"ONL check spelling in notes
"ONN change not e nunber
AONU reformat text in note
AONV convert notes
AQO copy curr. ruler to text
AOP page preview

XX X X X X X
XX X X X X X

XX X X X X X X X
X X X

X X X

X X X X
X X X X
x
x

AOP page breaks display switch X X
AOR right margin X X X X X X
AQSn |ine spacing X X X X X X
AOT ruler line display switch* X X X X X X
AQU col ums (newspaper style) X

AQV center text vertically X X

AQV variable tab switch*
AONword wrap switch
AOX margin rel ease

NQZ par agraph nunberi ng

X X X

X X X
X X
X X
X X X
X X X
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WordStar for DOS: Commands - Part |
by Victor Frank

For more than 15 years, four companies, and all these non-Windows versions, WordStar
maintained backwards command compatibility; thisisno small accomplishment. | can (and do)
use versions from 2.26 to 7.0D with no confusion.

Well, perhaps | don’'t use (and am not familiar with) all of the commands in the newer versions.
That was one of my incentives for writing the following summary of commands for those
versions of WordStar with which | am familiar. Another reason is that my memory isn’t that
hot and | wanted the commands written down in one place where | could access them. | also
figure that not al of you readers have upgraded to version 7.0D, and I'll et you know what you
are missing.

KEY:

1-Most of the commands are availablein version 7.0D.

2-A command withno "X’s" on thelineisfor WS7 only.

3-Commands available only in earlier versions, like PP
(which, by the way, was an undocumented and unsupported version
3.3 command) are suffixed with an asterisk (*).

4-A few commands (like *KF) have changed between versions, and
these are noted.

Note: If you are receiving Scroll by e-mail, please set your internet browser or reader with a
right margin of 65 and select a monospaced font of 10 characters per inch. Thiswill enable the
"X’s" below to line up with the correct column headings.

In order to shoehorn the commands into our limited column space, | have made liberal use of
abbreviations, most of which are noted below:

A control key del . del ete

-> go to dir. directory
<-/ Enter key lib. library
ans. answer nr. nunber

beg. begi nni ng para. paragraph
C. cursor prev. previous
comm conmand ren. renane
curr. current eof . end of file

bof. beginning of file
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Control Key Commands Wor dSt ar Ver si on Nunber

AP enter control character in
di al og boxes X ?
AP print controls nenu X X
APl custom printer code X X
P& start Inset within W5 X X
AP* insert graphic tag X X
AP# print page # in head/foot* X
AP- change col or/ shadi ng X X
AP- insert hard hyphen* X
AP. insert dot |eader to tab X X
AP= change font X X
AP? change printer X X
"P@fixed position printing X X
AP<-/overprint line X X X X
AP\ literally print next char#
APO di splay ext character set

X X

X X
X X
x
x

APA alternate font X
AP A wild character in find* X
APB bol d switch X X X X X X
APC pause print X X X X X
APD doubl e strike switch X X X X X X
APE custom printer code #1 X X X X X X
APF phant om space X X X X X X
APG phant om r ubout X X X X X X
APgDn scroll down a line X X

APgUp scroll up a line X X

APH overprint character X X X X X

APl insert tab character X X X X X

APJ insert line feed X X X X X
APK i ndex entry switch X X X X

APK alt left/right head/foot* X X X

APL form feed X X X X X

APM carriage return X

APN normal font/pitch X X X X X
APO bi ndi ng space X X X X X X
APP proportional printing* X
APQ custom printer code #2 X X X X X X
PR custom printer code #3 X X X X X X
APrtSc save and print file* X

APS underline switch X X X X X X
APAS wil dcard synmbol in find* X

APT superscript switch X X X X X X
APV subscript switch X X X X X X
A“PW custom printer code #4 X X X X X X
APX strikeout swtch X X X X X X
APY italics switch X X X X X X
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6.0 554.04.C3.3 2.26

A"Q quick menu X X
A" go to font tag X X
X X

AQ? byte count to present c.* X X

"Q-/go to style tag

A go to marker #n (0-9) X X X X X X
"QA find & replace characters X X X X X X
"B c. to bl ock beginning X X X X X X
AQC c. to end of block X X X X X X
"D c. to end of line X X X X X X
"el delete line left of c. X X X X X
AQE c. to begin. of screen X X X X X X
AQF find characters X X X X X X
AQGn c. to next char n X X X X

AQG/ c. to end of paragraph X

AQHn c. to prev. char n X X X X

"Q# c. to page/line # X X X X

Q) Thesaurus X X

"XK c. to block end X X X X X X
QL spell check rest of file X X X

AQL find Spell Star flags* X
"M onscreen cal cul at or
AN check spelling of a word

X
X
X
X

in text X X X
QO check spelling of a word

you enter X X X
"Q c. to prev. position X X X X X X
Q1 repeat keystroke ntimées X X X X X X
AQQMC scroll dn screen to eof X X X X X
"QQ'R scroll up screen to bof X X X X X
"QR c. to beginning of file X X X X X X
NS c. to beginning of line X X X X X X
AQIn delete to char n X X X X
"QU reformat rest of file X X X X

"QV c. recent find/replace or
bl ock
AQWscroll up continuously

x
x
x
x
x
x

one line at a tinme X X X X
AX c. to end of screen X X X X X X
AQY del. line to right of c. X X X X X X
AN scroll down continuously

one line at a tinme X X X X
"R repeat last ans. at pronpt X X X X
"R scroll up one screen X X X X X X
A-> c¢. right one word X
AS c¢. left one character X X X X X X
AT delete word X X X X X X
AU wundo | ast deletion X X X X
U stop operation X X X X X X
"V insert/overtype switch X X X X X X
AW scroll up one line X X X X X X
AX c¢. down one |ine X X X X X X
AY del. current |ine X X X X X X
AZ scroll down one |ine X X X X X X
n"Z scroll file directory X X X X
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